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This month, we pack our bags for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where FRUITDIV partner UNSA and its researchers have
uncovered previously undocumented populations of wild

almond in challenging Mediterranean and sub-
Mediterranean landscapes.

P oft A
=%/

? Regions explored include Trebinje, the Neretva valley, and

the wider Herzegovina area

¥ Species focus: wild almond (Prunus webbii)
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v Next steps: genetic and phenotypic characterisation



Early searches in areas
such as Stolac, Vitina,
Ljubuski, Pocitelj, and
the wider Mostar region
vielded no results, as
many historical sites g
had been altered by fires
or land-use change @




Where it often
shares its
habitat with the
crop almond,
Prunus dulcis

. i g 8

Prunus dulcis near Solac (alibr::r Ballian)

Fe irDiu



UNSA researchers
Dalibor Ballian & Mirzeta
Memisevi¢ Hodzi¢
uncovered two rare &
previously under-
documented populations
of wild almond :

Prunus webbii, Trebinje (Dalibor Ballian)



« ~50 individuals observed
* Leaves sampled from 20 individuals
* Fruits collected from 1 individual (limited
availability)




Zitemislli population (Prunus webBil)
*~200 individuals observed
- Leaves and fruits sampled from 20 individuals




In Besnia, wild almend
populaticns cccun as
small, frnagmented ghoups
on nacky stopes, cLiffs,
and fine-nefuge hatBitats,
cften n aneas whene thein
phesence had nct Geen

They show strong adaptation to drought, poor soils, and
extreme terrain, making them highly relevant for future

s . : o
resilience-focused breeding and conservation efforts.
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Callected matenial is nowe integnated inte
the FRUITDIU neseanch pipeline

« Leaves were sent to Romania and the IBRC team of

Anamaria Roman for phenotypic analysis

+ DNA extraction is coordinated in France by INRAe
Bordeaux (UMR BFP), which also holds the wild almond

core collection for long-term conservation, under the

leadership of FRUITDIV coordinator Véronique Decroocq




The Bosnian wild almond populations
will allow us to better understand
adaptation and resilience in wild fruit
species across Southeast Europe.

Stay tuned as we continue te shewcase the
nemankatle divensity hidden in
‘s wild fruit tnees!




